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Abraham  Lincoln  was  buried  in  Oak  Ridge 
Cemetery  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  Lincoln.  The 
Lincolns  admired  the  beauty  of  the  Spring- 
field  cemetery  which  was  dedicated  in  1860. 

Immediately  after  Lincoln's  death  on  April  15, 
1865,  the  citizens  of  Springfield  organized  the 
National  Lincoln  Monument  Association  and 
started  a  drive  for  funds  to  build  a  tomb  and 
memorial.  The  monument  erected  was  de¬ 
signed  by  Larkin  G.  Mead,  Jr.,  of  Brattleboro, 
Vermont,  with  a  117-foot  spire,  four  heroic 
bronze  groups  on  the  corners  representing  the 
Infantry,  Cavalry,  Navy  and  Artillery  of  the 
Civil  War,  and  a  ten-foot  statue  of  Lincoln  at 
the  south  of  the  shaft  above  the  entrance. 
Directly  beneath  the  statuary  groups  is  a  cor¬ 
don  of  shields,  each  bearing  the  name  of  one 
of  the  37  states  of  the  Union  at  the  time  of  the 
original  construction  of  the  Tomb.  The  nine 
types  of  marble  used  in  the  Tomb  came  from 
Minnesota,  Missouri,  Massachusetts,  Arkan¬ 
sas,  Utah,  Italy,  Spain,  France  and  Belgium. 

On  the  day  of  the  funeral.  May  4,  1865,  Lin¬ 
coln's  body  was  placed  in  a  receiving  vault 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  north  of  the  Tomb.  This 
vault  may  still  be  seen.  The  body  remained 
there  until  December  of  that  year  when  it  was 
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moved  to  a  temporary  vault  on  the  hillside 
northeast  of  the  present  Tomb.  It  was  trans¬ 
ferred  in  1871  to  a  crypt  in  the  partially  com¬ 
pleted  monument,  and  the  temporary  tomb 
was  removed. 

In  1876  a  gang  of  counterfeiters  attempted  to 
steal  Lincoln's  body — they  expected  to  get 
$200,000  ransom  and  the  freedom  of  one  of 
their  members  who  was  in  the  penitentiary. 
Their  plan  was  foiled  by  secret  service  agents,  | 
but  on  that  occasion  and  at  other  times  when 
extensive  repairs  were  being  made,  the  body 
was  moved  to  various  locations  within  the 
Tomb.  Finally,  on  Sept.  26,  1901,  it  was 
placed  in  a  cement  vault,  thirty  inches  north 
of  the  present  sarcophagus,  and  ten  feeti 
below  the  surface  of  the  floor,  where  it  has  re¬ 
mained.  The  bodies  of  Mrs.  Lincoln  and  three  i 
of  their  four  sons  are  in  crypts  south  of  the  ! 
sarcophagus — Edward  Baker,  "Eddie”  (1846- 
1850),  William  Wallace,  "Willie"  (1850- 
1862),  and  Thomas  "Tad"  (1853-1871).  The 
eldest  son,  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  (1843- 
1926),  who  served  as  Secretary  of  War  and 
Minister  to  Great  Britain,  is  buried  in  Arling¬ 
ton  National  Cemetery. 

CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  TOMB 

Construction  of  the  Lincoln  Tomb  was  started  i 
in  1869.  In  1874  the  monument  was  com¬ 
pleted  and  dedicated.  The  cost  was  $180,000. 
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In  1895  the  Monument  Association  turned 
control  of  the  Tomb  over  to  the  State  and  four 
years  later  the  Legislature  provided  for  its 
reconstruction  at  a  cost  of  $100,000.  Again 
in  1930  reconstruction  was  necessary,  com¬ 
pleted  in  1931  at  a  cost  of  $175,000.  Presi¬ 
dent  Herbert  Hoover  delivered  the  dedicatory 
address  for  Lincoln's  Tomb  on  June  17,  1931 . 
The  original  monument  plot  was  enlarged  to 
1 2.4  acres. 

LINCOLN  IN  BRONZE 

A  bronze  reproduction  of  Gutzon  Borglum's 
Lincoln  head  is  mounted  in  front  of  the  en¬ 
trance  to  the  Tomb.  The  foyer  has  a  bronze 
model  of  the  Daniel  Chester  French  statue  of 
the  President  in  the  Lincoln  Memorial  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  In  niches  of  the  corridors 
leading  to  and  from  the  burial  chamber  there 
are  four-foot  statuettes  by  famous  sculptors 
commemorating  periods  in  Lincoln's  career. 
These  are: 

Fred  M.  Torrey's  "Lincoln,  The  Ranger,"  ex¬ 
ecuted  specially  for  the  reconstruction. 
Leonard  Crunelle's  "Lincoln,  The  Soldier" 
from  Dixon. 

Fred  M.  Torrey's  "The  Circuit  Rider,"  exe¬ 
cuted  specially  for  the  reconstruction. 

St.  Gauden's  "Lincoln"  from  Lincoln  Park 

in  Chicago. 

Leonard  Crunelle's  "Lincoln,"  from  Freeport. 


Adolph  Weinman's  "Seated  Lincoln,"  from 
Hodgenville,  Ky. 

Lorado  Taft's  "Lincoln  as  a  young  lawyer," 
from  Urbana. 

Daniel  Chester  French's  "Lincoln,"  from  Lin¬ 
coln,  Neb. 

Four  bronze  tablets  on  the  walls  of  the  cor¬ 
ridors  give  the  Farewell  Address,  the  Gettys¬ 
burg  Address,  a  portion  of  the  Second  Inaug¬ 
ural  Address,  and  a  biographical  sketch  of 
Lincoln.  The  large  gold  stars  in  the  corners 
represent  the  48  states  at  the  time  of  the  re¬ 
construction. 

On  the  memorial  itself  is  the  simple  inscrip¬ 
tion,  "Abraham  Lincoln,  1809-1865."  Sur¬ 
rounding  it  are  four  flags  of  the  states  in 
which  generations  of  the  Lincoln  family  lived 
— Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Virginia,  and  the  three  flags  of  Kentucky,  Indi¬ 
ana,  and  Illinois  where  Lincoln  lived — with 
the  national  colors  and  the  presidential  flag. 
Inscribed  over  the  window  at  the  north  are 
the  words, 

"Now  he  belongs  to  the  ages," 

which  were  spoken  by  Secretary  of  War  Edwin 
M.  Stanton  at  Lincoln's  death. 


For  further  information  concerning  Illinois  State  Parks 
and  Memorials  write  to  the  Division  of  Education, 
Department  of  Conservation,  State  Office  Building, 
Springfield  62706. 


Numerous  State  Parks  and  Memorials  are  within  easy 
access  to  every  part  of  the  state.  Lodges,  cabins  and 
dining  rooms  are  important  features  of  Illinois  Beach, 
Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette,  White  Pines  Forest, 
and  Giant  City  State  Parks.  Reservations  for  lodging 
should  be  made  with  lodge  managers. 


Admittance  will  not  be  granted  groups  of  25  or  more 
persons  to  any  state  park  or  conservation  area  unless 
permission  from  the  park  ranger  has  been  secured  to 
use  facilities.  It  is  also  required  that  groups  of  minors 
have  adequate  supervision  and  that  at  least  one  re¬ 
sponsible  adult  accompany  each  group  not  exceeding 
15  minors.  All  pets  must  be  on  leash  in  state  parks 
or  conservation  areas. 


All  state  parks  are  open  the  year  round,  except  when 
weather  conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of  park 
roads  during  freezing  and  thawing  periods  when 
access  to  park  facilities  is  by  foot  traffic  only. 
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